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"How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings glad tidings, announcing peace, bearing good news. "  - Isaiah 52:7 

affection for the Polish nation.  

It’s origin of course goes back to Jerusalem 

where it was hidden in a cave in 70 A.D. because the       

Romans came and attacked Jerusalem. Saint Helen found 

the icon in 326 when she also found the true cross and 

other relics of the passion and brought the image back to 

Constantinople where a beautiful chapel was built for it 

and stayed until the 8th century. This image of Our Lady 

was credited to protecting the city from Persian attacks. 

It later made its way to the Ukraine by way of a dowry 

gift and was placed in a castle in Belz near the Ukraine - 

Poland boarder. The Tartars and Turks (Muslims)      

attacked the castle, and so it was needed to be moved 

further west. Prince Ladislaus Opolski of Belz was    

moving it to another location and stopped in 

Częstochowa for the night to sleep, but the 

next day the horses would not move. He 

took this as a sign that Our Lady wanted 

to stay in Częstochowa. He gave the 

image over to the Hermits of Saint 

Paul, or Pauline Fathers, to watch 

over, and so it has been in their 

monastery from August 26, 1382 

to the present day.  This is 

why the Feast of Our Lady 

of Częstochowa is on       

August 26th. 

Our Lady was soon 

crowned as queen of Poland 

by King Boleslaus; She has 

been since then a great interces-

sor for the Polish people and     

a powerful protector. There 

have been over 2,000        

miracles recorded there at 

the Shrine in Częstochowa 

through Her intercession.   

Every year four to five million 

pilgrims come to visit the 

Shrine and pray to Our Lady. 

In 1920 when the Russian 

army came to the edge of 

“The Mother of God is my mother, too” are words sung in 

one of the Polish Christmas carols.  The Polish Nation has 

been given one of the most beautiful and spiritual gifts of 

history, seemingly from Our Lady Herself.  I am speaking 

of the image of Our Lady of Częstochowa, an icon that 

was written by Saint Luke on the table of the Holy Family.  

I say “written” because icons tell a story, in this case the 

Gospel, and it is not the artist who originated the story      

but is only relating it in symbol and color. In this way if 

people were illiterate, as was the case many time centuries 

ago, they could still receive the Gospel message.  This 

table was likely made by Saint Joseph and possibly even 

worked on by Jesus Himself.  Normally, an icon is painted 

on one solid piece of wood that would be reinforced on the 

back, but this was not reinforced and was made 

from multiple pieces of wood. One 

source of historical evidence that 

this was a table was when the Huss-

ites—followers of Huss, a heretical 

Czech priest, who were icono-

clasts, those who hated images of 

God or the saints—and so tried 

to destroy the image, it broke 

into three pieces.   

Often times, people ask about are 

the slashes on Our Lady’s cheek.  

In this attack of the Hussites one of 

the invaders struck the image twice, 

which are the marks on Her right 

cheek, then a third time in the 

opposite or horizontal direc-

tion, and subsequently sud-

denly fell dead.  Many 

attempts have been made 

to repair the marks, but 

they continue to come 

back.  The Polish people 

see this as a sign of Our 

Lady suffering with Her 

people, identifying with 

their many trials and 

difficulties, which shows 

Her motherly care and 
Continued on next page... 

 

Our Lady of Częstochowa - Our FMI Patroness and Queen of the Polish Nation 

 



 2 

 

 Warsaw, Our Lady of Częstochowa appeared in the sky over the city, and the Russians turned and left with no       

explanation.  Saint John Paul visited there many times as a priest, and as Holy Father, six of his eight visits to Poland. 

The icon of Our Lady of Częstochowa has inspiring symbolism given us by Saint Luke. She is wearing a blue mantle, 

which symbolizes her humanity but underneath the mantle is red which means divine, or imperial, because She      

carried the Son of God within Her. And the Christ-child is completely in red, meaning He is the Divine King. Jesus 

holds in His hand the Book of Life, within which states that only those who are written in the Book of Life will enter 

the Kingdom at the end of time.  There are 3 stars on Her mantle, one on the right shoulder, one on her head, and one 

on the left should which is covered by Christ’s hand, which symbolize Mary as Virgin before, during, and after the 

birth of Christ and because Christ is covering the third star, He is the star, the virginal fruit of the womb of the Virgin 

Mary, He is God and Savior Himself.  Above Christ’s halo are three Greek letters, which stand for: “The One Who 

Is.” At the top of the image on both sides of Mary are the Greek letters which stand for: “Mary, the Mother of God.” 

Moreover, the full title of Mary for this image is “Matka Boska Częstochoska” or “the Mother of God of Często-

chowa”.  The gold around and throughout the image speaks of heaven or eternity: the image of an icon is meant to 

represent a transfigured or resurrected figure in Heaven.  Saint John Paul II said about us as Catholic Christians:  

“We are living icons; every human being is a manifestation of God, a sign of His presence, and a trace of His 

glory.”  Moreover, there is a technique in writing icons in which the eyes of those in the icon are looking at you, the 

viewer; it’s not magic, but simply a technique.  The reason for this is to remind us that God, Blessed Mother, and 

even the Saints are looking at us and watching over us.  This is something very helpful in the contemplation of the 

Holy Ones.  The color of the background, greenish, is made by mixing blue and yellow, and so it symbolizes that   

Our Lady is surrounded by the Holy Trinity, by the combing of two colors to make up a third color (trinitarian).     

Jesus’ hand is held up in blessing, and the fingers are combined: two held upward symbolizing His two natures,     

Divine and human, and the other three below touching each other symbolizing the Holy Trinity.  Our Lady’s hand is 

pointing toward Christ, leading us to Christ, just like Saint John’s Gospel, chapter 2 of the Wedding Feast of Cana, 

were Our Lady said to the servants: “Do whatever He tells you!”  She guides the way to Her Son; She intercedes with 

Her Son. And, of course, He, Our Lord, cannot refuse His Mother, because what She asks is always according to the 

Will of God.  

So wonderfully, Our Lady of Częstochowa is the Patroness of us, the Franciscans of Mary Immaculate; we love     

Her, honor Her, imitate Her, consecrate ourselves to Her, and call on Her help each day in prayer and devotion.      

The Virgin Mary always leads us to Her Son, Our Lord.  She is fully human—and so can relate to us; She is a fully    

a mother—and so has great tenderly love for each of us, Her children; She is Virgin—and so is most pure; yet She     

is Mother of God and our Mother, too!  The Virgin Mother of God, especially under the title of Our Lady of Często-

chowa, is a very powerful Woman and has won many victories through the centuries and answered many prayers      

to those who called out to Her.  May we do the same in asking Her to guide us to Her Son, Jesus Christ, and in so 

doing receive the many favors we ask, especially our salvation. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

“Oh Mary, Queen of Poland! I am with you, I remember, I keep vigil.” 

“Marjo, Królowo Polski!  Jestem przy Tobie, pamiętam, czuwam.” 
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Franciscan Transitus Celebration Deeply Moves the Soul 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Transitus or “passing” from this world to the next, 

commemorates the last hours of the life of Saint Francis 

with his friars at the Portiuncula, or “Little Portion” - a small 

church in the valley of Assisi which Saint Francis rebuilt with 

his own hands.  He realized this was a special place: where 

there are many Angels, especially since it is named Saint 

Mary of the Angels; it  is where the friars began, where they 

grew in number, and where they grew in the love of God as 

Saint Francis recalls in his Last Testament.  He told the friars to never leave this place: “if they throw you out one 

door, then come in the back door.”  At this place, the Portiuncula, Our Lady’s little church, he wanted to die: 

stripped of all earthly possessions in order to die as he lived—in total poverty, like Our Lord and Master.   

In this brief ritual called Transitus, celebrated on the eve, October 3rd, of his Feast Day, which is October 4th, the   

beautifully mystical rite recalls his conversation and last interaction with his friars, where he blesses them and also the 

friars to come in the  future, where he sings with them psalm 141, which asks the Lord to lead him forth from prison 

so that he may give thanks to His Name, where also is read Saint John’s Gospel 13: 1-20, which speaks about the Last 

Supper when Jesus washes the feet of His Disciples, a sign teaching them to serve one another, and lastly, a loaf of 

freshly baked bread is blessed and shared among everyone present to symbolize the unity and peace among the 

brothers, a sign Our Lord used in the Holy Eucharist. In conclusion, Saint Francis asks that ashes be sprinkled on 

him, and then he peacefully falls asleep in the Lord.  One cannot but be moved to tears and spiritual contemplation of 

this Holy Man’s life and even his death, for as we know, that death is only the beginning of Eternal Life shared by all 

the Saints in Heaven.  May Saint Francis intercede for us that we, too, may live this life for the next, that we may live 

simply, humbly, poorly, and joyfully in Our Lord’s grace and peace.   Pax et bonum - peace and good!   
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Back at “Saint Greg’s” 
“This school year begins my third year as a seminarian at St. Gregory the Great Seminary. As an     

upperclassman it is quite different from my previous years. In addition to my usual studies I will now 

be teaching Religious Education at one of the parishes in the Lincoln Diocese as well as having a 

house job with more responsibility. In the past I did simple work in the kitchen – cleaning the griddle 

or taking out the trash - but now I’m leading a kitchen crew. It’s basically the same work that I did my 

first year, but now I’m responsible for making sure my crew knows what all their jobs are, where the 

supplies are, and how to do things in such a way as to please the cook (because if the cook is having    

a bad day it can become a bad day for everyone). My studies are much more focused on philosophy 

now that I’ve finished the general education courses. Complex philosophical concepts and Latin texts 

are now my daily labor, and I couldn’t be more excited.  

When I came the first time, I was rather nervous and shy - ready to return to my normal life back 

home in Warsaw. I often wondered why God would want me to be in seminary when I was still very 

new to the religious life, and I could 

never quite let it go. But now,     

coming back for my Junior year, I 

have never felt more assured that 

this is exactly where God wants    

me, right here and right now. It is 

always difficult to say  farewell and 

to leave behind (for a time) some     

of the religious practices which       

are part of my normal life as a   

Franciscan. But at the end of the 

year I always come out better for 

being here at Saint Greg’s. If there 

is one thing I have learned since 

graduating high school and joining 

the Franciscans, it’s that the best 

way to do things is God’s way. 

Sometimes it makes sense when you 

look back in later years, but even if 

it doesn’t, it still turns out better 

than I could ever have planned it.”  

~Brother Francis 

Brother Francis just before he leaves for Seminary. 
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Living Divine Providence as Franciscans 

Please remember us in your kindness; we humbly ask for your 

financial support of our FMI Community and the works of Our 

Lady we carry out. We live completely on Divine Providence, 

meaning we pray for you and your intentions while serving 

God, and He provides for us through donations like yours.  

Thank you very much! We beg God’s blessings and reward    

upon you! 

Brother Francis’ Profession of Third Vows 

Professing Poverty, Chastity,                     
Obedience with great joy!  

 

 
 
 

   
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Mark your calendar for Brother Francis’                       
Perpetual Vows, August 15th, 2020,                            

Fargo Cathedral. 



 6 

 

JMI 2019 New Format Having Great Success 

Our 2019 JMI Summer Camp for youth was as positive as ever with great results in number, bonding, 

and spiritual growth.  We split the boys and the girls into older and younger or high school and middle 

school ages, and we made the older youth 5 nights and the younger 3 nights, which I have heard many 

parents say they liked. With this format the staff was able to give more individual attention to the 

young campers.  We also had more group discussion along with question-and-answer, which served                     

the youth well in learning and grasping the tenants of the Catholic Faith.  

In the end, overall, there were 5 more total JMI Campers than last year; each group seemed to jell togeth-

er better than the past with such a range of ages; and those who shared spiritual graces at the end were 

deeply touched by this experience.  Us FMI Friars are grateful for the laity who helped and that of 

the Seminarians.  These JMI Summer Camp days have been filled with prayer, formation in doctrine, 

with fun, and with friends who are bonded in the Catholic Faith.  I look forward next year’s experience of 

“Faith and Fun in the Sun”!  

Junior Girls & Boys Campers 

Senior Girls & Boys Campers 
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2019 JMI Summer Camp Moments 
 

JMI 
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IS GOD CALLING YOU? 
 

Have you felt in your heart that God may be calling you to Religious Life?  

I want to invite you to come and explore that Franciscan vocation with us here at the                        

Franciscans of Mary Immaculate located in peaceful Warsaw, North Dakota, next to the                  

historic and beautiful Saint Stanislaus Church and across the street from the Saint Gianna 

Maternity Home. We Franciscans of Mary Immaculate Community follow the Gospel 

through the footsteps of Saint Francis in poverty, humility, simplicity, and penitence, 

and we are also Consecrated to Jesus through Mary according to Saint Maximilian   

Kolbe, especially evangelizing young people—who are “the future and hope” (JPII) of the 

Church and world—through summer camps and retreats. We are consecrated brothers and 

additionally some are priests also. Come and live a life of witness to radical poverty and     

joy-filled penance for the sake of Christ!  We preach, teach, pray, do pro-life work firsthand, 

and spread the joy of the Gospel by our example. 

Please consider these benefits: You can respond to God’s calling in a generous and coura-

geous way, you will find fulfillment in growing in your own spiritual union with God, and 

you can make a difference in people’s lives and in this world which desperately needs it.  

For questions or to come to visit, please contact me, Fr. Joseph Christensen, FMI, at 

fmi@fmifriars.com or call 701-248-3020 or go online at www.fmifriars.com. 

fmi@fmifriars.com  
www.fmifriars.com  

701-248-3020 

FRANCISCANS OF MARY IMMACULATE 
 

SAINT FRANCIS FRIARY 

6098 County Road 4 
Minto, North Dakota 58261-9455 

 

 
 

 


